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FOR RELEASE: 24 June 1976 94-541
FROM: Kika de la Garza Washington D C
PERMIT AUTHORITY of the Army Corps of Engineers over dredge and fill operations to
navigable waters snd wetlands, s matter of grest concern to many South Texsns, would
be limited under sn amendment passed by the House to the principal Federal wster
pollution law.
That law, enacted in 1972, prov~ed that any dredging and filling of
material into the navigable streams of the country would require permission from the
Corps of Engineers. But then a Federal Court in a remarkable venture into judicial
lawmaking, interpreted the provision to mean that all the waters of the U S are
navigable waters.
The amendment adopted by the House returns to rationality by exempting
the normal farm or stock ponds and irrigation ditches and all those activities
necessary to normal farming and ranching operations. It also returns to ~~e States the
power to determine how and in what manner their wetlands wfll: ~ regulated.
A conference between the House and the Senate will be necessary since
the Senate passed a simple extension of the water pollution law. I hope the
House amendment will emerge intact.
* * *
OUR Otm PORT of Brownsville observes its fortieth birthday this year and in honor
of the occasion the Brownsville Navigation District commissioned the writing of a
history. Henry N Ferguson, who has been associated with the Port since its opening
in 1936, was chosen for the job. His exhaustive work has now been published in
attractive book form. The Port of Brownsville: A History is the result of three
years of scholarly research.
The book's subtitle is A Maritime History of the Rio Grande Valley.
It is that and more. As the foreword says, it tells "the full and complete story of
the maritime development of t~is area from the days when the first tiny steamboat
appeared on the Rio Grande River, down to the immensity of the present port operation."
It's an important work--not only to those of us who have an immediate
interest in the subject but also to all other persons who want to learn more about how
an important area of our country was built. My appreciation to Al Cisneros, general
manager and port director, for sending me a copy of this valuable addition to American
history. And my congratulations to the Board of Commissioners of the Brownsville
Navigation District for their vision in authorizing the project.
* * *
AN INVESTIGATION into the US Agriculture Department's brucellosis eradication
program will be conducted by the House Agriculture Subcommittee on Department
Operations, of which I am chairman. Public hearings will be held June 27-28.
We will look into charges that the program is placing unnecessary hardships on the
livestock industry without getting satisfactory results. Our subcommittee will
hear from representatives of the Department of Agriculture, Stste animal health
agencies, and livestock and farm organizations.
The eradication program, nationwide in scope, has been in operation
since the 1940s. It provides that animals infected with brucellosis, a serious
bacterial disease of cattle and other livestock, must be slaughtered and herds from
which they come are quarantined.
Such regulations have led to serious financial effects, according to
some livestock producers in South Texas and elsewhere. High quality breeding cattle
in a qusrantined herd can be sold only for slaughter and, of course, at reduced
prices. Some see more brucellosis research as necessary. Our committee will look
for facts.
* * *
COLLEGE STUDENTS who are enrolled in bilingual education training programs may now
receive Federal stipends of up to $1,500, the U S Office of Education has informed
me. The students also will receive $600 for each dependent, plus separate tuition
and related costs based upon actual costs at the participating college or
university. Postgraduate students likewise are eligible to receive stipends for
their dependents, tuition and related costs. In the past, student grants were paid
in one lump sum with no consideration of tuition costs.
These and other changes in the procedure for issuing bilingual
education stipends appear in final regulations recently published in the Federal Register.
Register. The changes were made in response to comments by interested persons
following publication in April of proposed regulations for all bilingual provisions
of the Education Amendments of 1974.
The final regulations. also authorize multi-year funding for all
programs of the Office of Bilingual Education except graduate fellowships for teacher
trainer. Consequently, programs may be negotiated for several years and, upon
meeting requirements during the first year, will not need to compete for additional
funds in subsequent years.
New applications for the current fiscal year are being reviewed, the
Office of Education said, and grant awards are expected to be made in August.
* * *VISITORS FROM HOME: Visiting my office from home this week were Mr and Mrs Edward H
Cooper of Harlingen: Mr and Mrs Jesse Trevino, Davi4 and Laura of McAllen: Mrs Olga
Fender and son Eddie, Mrs Liz Garcia, Mr and Mrs Jose Garcia and family, all of Pharr;
Mr James B Rapp, formerly of Raymondville, now of Alexandria, VA; and Mr W Reed Lang of
Rio Hondo. * * *
